REMARKS 



Claims 1 to 3 and 5 to 12 are in the application. 

As a result of the foregoing amendment, the claims have been 
amended in accordance with the amendments made during the 
prosecution of the parent application, in addition, some changes 
have been made in claims 1 and 3 to set forth the present 
invention more clearly. 

With respect to the rejection of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 
112, second paragraph, the Examiner will note that the phrase "or 
the like" has been deleted from claims 1 and 3. 

It is respectfully submitted that the claims now on file 
differ essentially and in an unobvious,. highly advantageous 
manner from the methods and constructions disclosed in the 
reference . 

Turning now to the reference, it can be seen that 
Hollenstein et al . disclose a method of manufacturing books or 
brochures. In this reference the sheets 1 are guided in a 
straddling manner by a feeder 6 in a predetermined sequence to a 
stitching saddle 12. The saddle 12 is arranged in the guide line 
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of the sheet 1. As soon as the sheet 1 reaches, the stitch 
position on the saddle, the saddle is displaced in a direction 
perpendicular to the guide direction of the sheet onto a 
stitching device 15 for sewing the sheet 1 along the fold edge. 
This means that the sheet is only transferred to the stitching 
device 15 after the sheet is in the stitching position on the 
saddle. There is no disclosure or suggestion by. Hollenstein et 
al . that the sheet 1 can be displaced on the stitching device 15 
before reaching its stitching position on the stitching saddle 
12, especially since the sheet 1 is fixed to the inserting unit 
14 that is positionable on the saddle 12. In other words, the 
inserting unit 14 is not connected to the saddle 12 . . 

In the presently claimed invention it is intended to avoid 
the condition that the sheet can only be moved into the stitching 
position after first reaching the stitching position on the 
stitching saddle. Instead, in the present invention the feeding 
device 5 is moved toward the stitching device 15 before the sheet 
2 reaches the stitching position on the stitching saddle 12. 
Applicant believes that this, is clearly recited in the 
independent claims presently on file. There is no disclosure by 
Hollenstein et al . of such a method or apparatus. 



In view of these considerations it is respectfully submitted 
that the rejection of claims 1-3 and 5-12 under 35 U.S. C, 102(e) 
over the above -discussed reference is overcome and should be 
withdrawn. 

Reconsideration and allowance of the present application are 
respectfully requested. 

Any additional fees or charges required at this time in 
connection with this application may be charged to Patent and 
Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 11-1835. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: May 5, 2004 



By 



Friedrich Kueffner 
Reg. No. 29,482 
317 Madison Avenue, Suite 910 
New York, New York 10017= 
(212) 986-3114 
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